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J. Ki ALfAffO SAID SIMPLY. THE STATE DCfSNT VOM." HE P80VIDED 
IKE CXAttPJ.ES OF THE TECHNICAL JUDICIAL POLICE IPTJl AN!) P.'MOMS 
SERVICE AS I WO GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES TKAF OUGHT 10 EE DISSOLVED AND 
BUiLT BP AGAIN FROM SCRATCH. OVERALL' HE SAID. THE STATE NEEDS TB 
BE -REORGANIZED' KITH SHARP REDUCTIONS IK fKE SI2E OF THE 
BUREAUCRACY. ClAIHING THAT THE RESULTING EFFICIENCY WILL HAVE A 
SIFrONG I (If ACT ON THE CORRUPTION PROBLEM. WEN AN8ASSAD0R NOTED 
THAT IN THE UNITED STATES VE SPEAK OF 'REINVENTING COVERWOT." 
ALFARO SAID HE LOVED THE PHRASE ANB WOULD "STEAL IT." 
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HE TOLD US, IS SYSTEMATICALLY PUTTING F8GE THER A 
N'G£ THE ORGANIZATIBN Of IRE STATE IH 1993. T:i c . FIRST 
YEAR OF THE NEXT GBVEPNHEHl. INTERNALLY AD HAS BEEN WWih-. HANY 
MONTHS ON A "PLAN Of AC 1 1 BH" IHAI VII tt EE ANNOUNCED IN fl I B - MARC H. 
ANY WOULD-BE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE WILL RAVE 10 SIGN ONTO IKE 
PLAN. ALFARO SAID THIS IS A REVERSAL OF THE USUAL PRACTICE Of 
PUTTING THE CANBIDATE AHEAD OF THE PROGRAM. WITCH IN THF PAST VAS 
DETERMINED ONLY AFTER THE ELECTION; AD VOTERS FHIS TIXE AROUNB. HE 
STRESSED. MILL KKOW WHAT THEY ARE VOTING FOR. 

b tC) IN AOOIJION. ALFARO SAID. AB WILL CONVENE "A NATION 

CONSULTATIVE PROCESS* BE AIL POLITICAL TENDENCIES AND INSTITUTIONS. 
INCLUDING THE HUITARY. CHVRCH. ORGANIZED LABOR. ETC. HE SAID THIS 
HAS NEVER BEEN DONE BEFORE. AND II VILl 'REORIENT* AND "DYNAMIZE" 
THE Wtlf/CAt PEBAFf AND RESULT IN "A Ml JON At ACCORD. * AtFABD 
BELIEVES THAT OKLY WFTH BROAD CONSENSUS VILL THE NEXT GOVERNMENT BE 
-AeL-E-W--AmY-THf-SraRE-1ltA$1OTS"-mESSM^^ 
CDUNTRY. B0 



SUMMARY 



J. ID DEMOCRATIC ACTION (API IS STRIVING 10 SHAKE ITS IMAGE AS 
KEEPER OF THE STATUS QUO ANB RECAST ITSflT AS THE PARTY OF CHANGE. 
AD SECRETARY GENERAL ALFARO INDICATED IN A BREAKFAST MEETING WITH 
AMBASSADOR. HE SAIB AD VILL PROPOSE A PROGRAM FOR THE NEXT 
GOVERNMENT Of 'SEVERE MEASURES" TO REDUCE BUREAUCRACY. COMPLETE 
PRIVATIZATION. ANB STAMP OUT CORRUPTION. ALFARO ClAIMEO THAT 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDA FE IRENE SAFZ'S BASE OF SUPPORT IS INHERENTLY 
VEAK AND THAT HUGO CHAVEZ'S "APOCALYPTIC VISION* HAS LIMITED APPEAL 
WITH VBTERS. ALFARO RECOGNIZES. H If NEVER. THAT BOTH SAEZ ANB CHAVEZ 
ARE fAPPING INTO THE ELECTORATE'S DISCONTENT VITN THE *F*Ot I IICS-AS- 
USUAt" TNAT AD EPITOMIZES. AMBASSADOR STRESSED OUR INTEREST IN THE 
INTEGRITY OF THE El EG TOR Al PROCESS BUT OUR NEUTRALITY AS 10 
CAHRIOATES ADD PARTIES. END SUMMARY. 



BILATERAL AGENDA 



S. El AHBASSAOOR TOUCHED ON OUR BILATERAL AGENDA ' VI TH <V\' I A! 
FOCUS ON AGREEMENTS CURRENTLY BEING NEGOEIATED CONCERNING B : I ATERAL 
INVESTMENT. MARITIME COOPERATION. STOLEN VEHICLES. ANB AVIATIiN. 
RE NOTED THAT THE VISIT TO VENEZUELA DF PRESIDENT CLINTON PROVIBEfl 
AN EXTRA IMPETUS TO BILATERAL RELATIONS. WHICH HAVE BEEN INTENSE 
AND POSIIIUE< ANB HE UNDERllNEO THE IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVED 
COOPERATION IN NARCOTICS INTERDICTION. ALFARO RESPONDED 
POSITIVELY. 
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?. 10 DURING A BREAKFAST MEETING VITH AMBASSADOR (ALSO PRESENT 
WERE POLOfF ANB AD SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS TIMOTEO 
ZAKBRANOI MARCH 4. DEMOCRATIC ACTION IAD) SECRETARY GENERAL LUIS 
ALFARO UCERO TOOK PAINS 10 STBESS THAT AD IS NOT A CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY ANO NDI THE PARTY OF TRE STATUS OUO. AS MANY PEOPLE THINK. 
HE POINTED OUT THAT ALL THE REfOMS UNDEB TAKEN BY THE CAIDERA 
ADMINISTRATION. MAINLY IRE 'AGENDA VENEZUELA." INCLUDING 
PRIVATIZATION OF IKE STEEL AND ALUMINUM INDUSTRIES. WERE POSSIBLE 

ONLY BECAUSE AD PROViOED THE COV THE "POLITICAL PLATFORM* II NEEDED 
IN CONGRESS. ALFARO WOULD HAVE LIKED 10 HAVE GONE MUCH FARTHER. HE 
SAID- 'PRIVATIZING EVERYTHING. EVEN PETROCHEMICALS." VERE IT MOT 
FOR THE "NARROW VISION OF A FEW FUNDAMENTALISTS." 



1. CI VNDERLYING At FARO'S POLITICAL COMMENTARY IS THE ASSUMPTION 
IHAI AD VILL VIN THE PRESIDENCY IN THE DECEMBER ELECTIONS. 

REGARDLESS Of WHO ITS CANBIOATE IS. HE SAID AD STARTS FROM A 76 
PERCENT BASE Of VOIER SUPPORT. AND BNCE THE PARTY 'DEFINES ITSELF" 
AS ID PROGRAM ANB CANDIDATE > IT Will BEGIN TO EAT INTO THE SUPPORT 
THAT PRESIDENT IAI FRONT-RUNNER IRENE SAEZ AND AD AFDSIATE CLAUDIO 
FERMIN NOV ENJOY. ALFARO SAIO AD WILL FOLLOW THE ELECTORAL 
CAIENDAR PRESCRIBES IN THE TAV. NAMING ITS CANDIDATE (MY IN MAY 
AND NOT STARTING ITS CAMPAIGN UNTIL AUGUST. 

3. ffii ALFARD DISMISSED THE PROPOSAL BY SOME PARTIES TO SEPARATE 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS (PRESIDENT AND COKGRESSl FROM STATE AND LOCAL 
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ELECT IONS. HOW All SCHEUULEO (OR OECENBER b. HE SAID I? IS 100 
LATE IN IHE GAME AND 100 COSH If 10 NAL'E FVO VOTING DAIS, BUI HE HAH 
NO OBJECTION 10 A CHANCE IN IHE LAW 10 ENSURE SEPAKA1I0N OF 
ELECTIONS IN THE FUTURE. (CDHMENI: A MAJORITY OF THE COUNTRY'S 
GOVERNORS AND MAYORS ARE AD. KANY IN AO EXPECT THAT THEIR 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE WILL TO SOME EXTENT RIDE THE COAllAUS Of 
POPULAR DR ENTRENCHED STATE AND LOCAl OFFICIALS RIMING fOR 
REflECTIDN. END CGffltEHJ.) 



9. IC) AMBASSADOR RESPONflfD THAT VE ARE FOLLOWING THE EtEC/ION 
CLOSELY. OUR INTEREST' HE SAID. IS IN THE INlECRI Tlf Of THE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS. BUT WE ARE OF COURSE NEUTRAL AS TO CANDIDATES 
Mi PARTIES. ALfARO NOTED THAT THE PUT COME IS NOT LIKELY 10 'AfffCl 
U.S. INTERESTS 1 
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IUGO CHAVEZ'S "AFOCAL VPIIC VISION" 



10. ICI HUGO CHAVEZ CANNOT VIN IHE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. AlFARD 

SAID. BUI HE COULD BECOME A SIGNIFICANT FORCE IN CONGRESS. ALfARO 
COMPLAINED THAI IHE MEDIA IS GIVING CHAVEZ'S "APOCAirPTIC VISION" 
nilCI CAEAIER PLAY THAN IT DESERVES AND THAT "CERTAIN ECONOMIC 
CROUPS." WHICH FEHO TO PLACE IHEIR BETS ALL OVER THE TABLE. AAE 
fODt I SHI V SUPPORTING CHAVEZ. ALfARO SAIO THAT AD'S RESP0HSE TO 
CHAVEZ IS NOI TO DISPUTE HIS DIAGNOSIS OF IHE PROBLEM - POVERTY, 
CDRRUPIION. INJUSTICE - "BUT T8 SAY THE ANSWER IS ID BUILD 
TOGETNER. HOI TO DESTROY." CHAVEZ APPEALS 10 VOIERS* DESPAIR. 
ALFARO IBID US, ANO AD TO THEIR HOPES. 



IRENE SAEZ "HEADED TOWARD AN ICEBERG" 



II. V WITH RESPECT 10 IRENE SAEZ. ALFARO SAIO HER INEXPERIENCE 
AND LACK OF A COHESIVE POLITICAL ORGANIZATION WILL INCREASINGLY 
IKE THEIR TOLL ON HER POPULARIIY. "SHE IS LIKE THE TITANIC," HE 
SAID. "A BEAUTIFUL FLOATING PALACE HEADED IOVARD AN ICEBERG. " HE 
NOTED TNAI HER ANII-PDllIICAi PARTV BASE OF SUPPORT IS INHERENT! V 
VEM BECAUSE IT IS LARGE! V MADE UP OF PEOPLE WO 80 NOI VOTE. HE 
PREOICIED THAI. FOR LACK Of AN ALTERKAIIVf, IHE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN 
PARTY (COPED WILL BACK IRENE 6VI THAI COPE I IS TOO DIVI0ED 10 BE 
EFFECTIVE IN THIS YEAR'S ELECTIONS. ALfARO ADDED THAT HE WAS ONE 
Of SAEZ'S POLITICAL GODf ATKERS. HAVING CONVINCES HER TO RUH FCR 
MAYOR Of CHACAD THE FIRS! TIME, AND HAT THEY RENAIH FRIENDS. 
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